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SPECIAL ELECTION 


Lopsided 
funding 
behind M101 
campaigns 


Hillary Borrud The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Oregon’s hospitals are the largest campaign contributor 
in the fight over taxes on insurance policies and hospitals 
to fund the state’s Medicaid program. 

Their war chest, bolstered by money from unions and 
the Providence medical network, has enabled the pro-tax 
side to reach voters with a slew of TV and internet ads and 
colorful mailers. 

The “no” side, by contrast, has spent its much tinier pub- 
licity budget mostly on yard signs. 

In all, the campaign to pass Measure 101 has reported 
raising more than $2.5 million as of last week, with 
$707,000 of that coming from the association that rep- 
resents the interests of hospitals, according to state records. 

In contrast, the “no” campaign reported raising roughly 
$120,000 as of last week, and its largest contributors were 
political action committees controlled by state Rep. Cedric 
Hayden. The Roseburg dentist is one of three Republican 
lawmakers who referred part of a 2017 tax plan the Legisla- 
ture passed to fund Medicaid to the ballot. 

Other top contributors to the “yes” campaign include 
Service Employees International Union Local 503 with 
$342,000 and Providence Health & Services with $181,000, 
SEE ELECTION, A9 
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SPORTS 
Canzano: Helfrich to 
the NFL makes sense 


The former head coach for the Oregon 
Ducks is reportedly about to join 

the Chicago Bears as their offensive 
coordinator. B1 
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Portland’s new 
vegan comfort food 


Our vegan dining scene, already one of 
the best in the country, saw a wave of new 
restaurants in 2017, from a doughnut shop 
to a trendy Israeli eatery. A&E10 
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PARENTS GET 
BOTH SONS BACK 


Amy Fabbrini holds her son Hunter as they and Eric Ziegler enter their Redmond home on Dec. 22. Samantha Swindler 


Samantha Swindler 
The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Four years after their oldest son was first 
placed into foster care, a Deschutes County 
judge has determined that Amy Fabbrini 
and Eric Ziegler can parent both of their 
boys. 

Thursday’s decision about the cou- 
ple’s older son came three weeks after the 
same judge ordered the Redmond couple’s 
10-month-old son, Hunter, returned to 
them. Now 4-year-old Christopher is on a 
track to come home as well. 


Both boys have spent nearly their entire 
lives in foster care based on the state’s con- 
cerns that Fabbrini and Ziegler were intellec- 
tually incapable of caring for their children. 

In each case, no abuse had been alleged, 
but Fabbrini’s family raised concerns to 
the Oregon Department of Human Ser- 
vices about the couple’s parenting abilities. 
In court, the state’s arguments centered on 
the parents’ cognitive and “executive func- 
tioning” skills. Fabbrini’s IQ has tested at 72, 
Ziegler’s at 66. The average IQ falls between 
90 and 110. 

SEE PARENTS, A9 


Earlier ruling 


Amy Fabbrini and Eric Ziegler’s 
10-month-old son Hunter 
spent his first Christmas at 
home after a judge in Decem- 
ber found the couple's limited 
cognitive abilities did not make 
them unfit to parent. Circuit 
Judge Bethany Flint ruled the 
state had not proven Hunter 
should remain under the care 
of the Oregon Department of 
Human Services. 


Trump profanely attacks Haitian, African immigrants 


President Donald Trump listens during a 
meeting with lawmakers on immigration 
Tuesday at the White House. Evan Vucci, AP 
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A tentative bipartisan immigration agree- 
ment was quickly rejected Thursday in vul- 
gar terms by President Donald Trump, who 
asked participants in an Oval Office meeting 
why the U.S. should accept immigrants from 
“shithole countries.” 


The agreement: The Senate group’s pro- 
posal centered on a deal that would offer 
DREAM Act-like deportation protections 
for the young immigrants in exchange for 
border security measures and new lim- 
its on legal immigration. Trump and other 
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Republicans wanted more funding for secu- 
rity, including the border wall, and stricter 
restrictions. Discussion of a diversity lot- 
tery, which rather than be eliminated would 
instead shift its 50,000 annual visas to 
immigrant groups such as Salvadorans and 
others who must leave the country as Trump 
ends their temporary protected status, led to 
Trump’s comments. 


Presidential remarks: “What do we want 
Haitians here for?” Trump asked, accord- 
ing to two people briefed on the meeting. 


“Why do we want all these people from 
Africa here? Why do we want all these peo- 
ple from shithole countries?” The president 
added, “We should have people from places 
like Norway.” 


White House response: Asked about the 
president’s use of the slur, the White House 
issued a statement saying Trump would 
“always fight for the American people.” 


Inside: Read more on the immigration pro- 
posal and Trump’s words on page A10. 
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